Interview
“We need to work better together
and unite our restoration efforts”
Interview with Nora Berrahmouni

Fodder harvesting in the second year after land restoration, Gnamanga, Soum Province, Burkina
Faso. Photo: FAO-AAD/Moctar Sacande

What has worked and not worked regarding landscape-level restoration?
What has worked? At the political level, clear pledges from African governments are reflected in the
Great Green Wall Initiative, the African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative (AFR100), forest and
wildlife strategies and frameworks, and the Pan-African Action Agenda on Ecosystem Restoration for
Increased Resilience, among other efforts. At the technical level, we know where and how to restore,
based on assessments and lessons learned. Regenerative restoration efforts such as farmer managed natural regeneration (FMNR) have proved to be cost-effective and should be used wherever
possible, combined with enrichment sowing and planting where needed using quality planting material and seeds of native adapted species. The use of local knowledge and technologies is crucial, such
as traditional half-moons and zaï pits and adapted large-scale water harvesting technologies.
At the field level, what clearly works is engaging communities from the start. Community mobilization and capacity building have enabled successes in the Action Against Desertification programme
that supported more than one million people across 400 communities in Great Green Wall countries.
Communities were consulted on the objectives of restoration, where to restore and what to plant, with
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200 species of trees, shrubs and grasses identified for food, feed and fuel; soil fertility improvement; and production of non-timber forest products such as medicines and gums, all managed
and monitored by community management committees. Building back biodiversity in the landscape is also key to resilience and livelihoods, and this is why the capacities of local communities
and local seed centres were strengthened to harvest and manage seeds in a science-based manner. And not forgetting the need to address restoration along the whole value chain, and provide
support to communities in enterprise development for the sustainable production, processing,
value addition and trade of forest and landscape products.
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What did not work? There is still much to do to address the root causes or drivers of degradation;
increase cross-sectoral work, ownership and coordination; sustain capacity building; support evidence-based monitoring and evaluation; and increase our understanding that restoration is not
just about planting trees.

Nora Berrahmouni during an Action Against Desertification steering committee field visit in Burkina Faso.
Photo: FAO-AAD

What priority interventions would trigger and
accelerate the scaling up of restoration?
Larger and long-term public and private-sector investments are urgently needed and must
include a value chain approach in order to address degradation while supporting sustainable
incentives for restoration. This needs to include the protection of existing natural ecosystems and
to prevent further deforestation or degradation. We need to invest more in capacity assessment
and development to improve restoration planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation.
We must also support approaches and strategies to improve the sustainable supply of quality
native plant seeds and seedlings for restoration.
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We need to strengthen cross-sector coordination on the ground and the engagement of various
sectors and other multi-stakeholder platforms and initiatives that could contribute to African dryland restoration. These initiatives provide opportunities for stakeholders and partners to mobilize resources and investments for value chains linked to restoration — including the sustainable
production of charcoal, livestock and non-timber forest products — as elements of dryland restoration strategies in Africa. An estimation of future trends in the consumption and production of
these products would inform decision making and provide guidance for integrating appropriate
policies and implementation of restoration strategies.

What can governments, the UN, donors and regional agencies
do differently or additionally to further support restoration?
The overarching need is support for countries in assessing and addressing the drivers of land degradation and deforestation, and developing long-term strategies to address them. We need to
work better together and unite our efforts at different levels to scale up technical and financial
resources by supporting long-term (10–20 year) landscape restoration programmes, and we must
avoid investing in small, short-term scattered projects. The good news is that on 7 September
2020, ministers of 11 GGW countries, the African Union Commission and the Pan-African Agency
of the Great Green Wall along with UN organizations and bodies, including FAO, UNEP, UNCCD,
UNDP, IFAD and WFP, financial partners (including the European Union, Green Climate Fund and
Global Environment Facility) and international financing institutions (the African Development
Bank, International Fund for Agricultural Development, World Bank, etc.), together committed to
support the development and implementation of an umbrella Great Green Wall programme. In
addition, the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021–2030) and the UN Decade of Family
Farming (2019–2028) — along with AFR100 and the Great Green Wall — are golden opportunities to
galvanize partnerships and public and private investment from all sectors of society.
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Governments need to harmonize existing restoration initiatives at the national level, through
coordinated planning and progress monitoring, and by building synergies. These should include
technical and financial contributions to tackle many different challenges at once: climate action,
combatting and preventing desertification, biodiversity conservation, sustainable land use,
youth employment, gender mainstreaming, job creation, and incentives for farmer mobilization.
It includes approaching capacity development in a more comprehensive manner by assessing
existing knowledge and education programmes, both formal and informal, on forestry, agriculture and the environment to integrate learning on landscape restoration and mainstreaming it
in production sectors. And last but perhaps of most importance to community livelihoods, is support for the development of sustainable and resilient value chains for landscape products and
improved ecosystems services.
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FAO work supporting landscape restoration in Africa’s drylands
FAO supports the African Union Commission, the Pan-African Agency of the Great Green
Wall, and member countries in implementing the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and
the Sahel Initiative. And through the EU-funded Action Against Desertification programme,
53,000 hectares have been restored across Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, The Gambia, Niger,
Nigeria and Senegal, and this work is now being scale out to Eritrea, Mauritania and Sudan
with the support of the Turkish-funded Boosting restoration for income, development, generating ecosystem services (BRIDGES) project. Successes and lessons learned from all these
initiatives are compiled in the FAO manual, Restoration in Action against Desertification, published in 2020.
FAO and the African Union Development Agency - New Partnership for Africa’s Development
are implementing a regional technical cooperation programme to support the monitoring
of AFR100 and to support effective coordination and implementation of commitments. It
focuses primarily on an online monitoring and knowledge platform, a regional capacity
development plan at the country and regional level, and resource mobilization through
regional and country programme portfolios, carried out with technical and financial
partners.
At the request of GGW countries and partners , FAO also supports six countries in developing the Scaling-up Resilience in Africa’s Great Green Wall proposal for submission to the
Green Climate Fund, and supports separate efforts for other countries. FAO is also supporting other dryland countries in preparing the GEF-7 Sustainable Forest Management
Impact Programme on Dryland Sustainable Landscapes, to help implementation of the
Great Green Wall in the countries of the Southern African Development Community (SADC).
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FAO led the Trees, forests and land use in drylands: a global dryland assessment, the first study
of its kind published in 2019. Building on the data collected, and on further analysis and
data collection with member country experts, we estimated that 221 million hectares of
African drylands require restoration: 166 million in the Sahara and Sahel region (including
North Africa and the Horn of Africa) and 55 million in the the Southern African development
Community (SADC) region. FAO also develops global guidelines and provides information
and technical support to develop monitoring and evaluation frameworks for forest and
landscape restoration, organizes knowledge-sharing events, establishes communities of
practice on key forest and landscape restoration topics, and strengthens understanding of
the economics of ecosystem restoration. In addition, the FAO library contains many knowledge and technical information products.
www.fao.org/in-action/action-against-desertification
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