Dear Participants




           November 23, 2002

Object:  The Workshop (e-discussions) on Rehabilitation of degraded lands in sub-Saharan Africa.

This is to update you on the workshop we plan to have electronically on “ rehabilitation of degraded lands in sub-Saharan Africa”. It has been quite a while since some of you have expressed interest in participating in this effort. It is therefore appropriate at this time to let you know that the process is still on, and that we are taking a little bit longer to start off the discussions because of our desire to really get everything in place and have everyone on board for a greater success in the initiative. Please find below a highlight of the new plan in bringing the process forward and to a successful end. 

1. In view of the overlapping objectives of both the GFIS Africa synthesis initiative on rehabilitation of degraded lands in sub-Saharan Africa, and the workshop on Trees, Agroforestry and Climate Change in Dryland Africa (TACCDA), efforts are being combined for these two initiatives to be conducted together for a greater impact in the sub-region. To this end, a Memorandum of understanding (MOU) is being developed between IUFRO (International Union of Forest Research Organizations), ETFRN (European Tropical Forestry Research Network) and VITRI (Viikki Tropical Resources Institute, University of Helsinki).

2. In terms of the MOU, IUFRO-SPDC, VITRI and ETFRN Coordinating Unit will integrate these activities, pooling resources to organize an E-discussion and one workshop in Nairobi, Kenya tentatively in May2003. The final TACCDA workshop is planned as a side event to the Tropical Savannas Conference in September 2003 in Edinburgh. ETFRN will be providing the web and e-discussion platform, and is also sending out this message and future messages through their listserver.

3. The three background papers commissioned by IUFRO-SPDC for the purpose of the e-discussion are currently being reviewed and will be posted, together with any other relevant background documents, on the ETFRN, FORNESSA and IUFRO Websites for them to be accessed by participants 5 weeks before the e-discussion actually is opened. 

4. Time is needed to sort out modalities for technical web/email facilities and e-discussion moderation and weekly summaries for the smooth progress of the e-discussion. Therefore, the e-discussion is expected to start in February - March 2003 (duration is expected to be one month). Follow-up e-discussions are also anticipated after the Nairobi workshop in order to carry out/synthesize the results per activity.

Thank you very much for your interest. A more detailed information note on the actual running of the e-workshop will be sent to all participants in due course.

Best regards,

Atse Yapi,

IUFRO-SPDC Deputy Coordinator for Africa & FORNESSA Secretary

C/o FAO Regional Office for Ghana

Tel: 233 21 675000

Fax: 233 21 668427

Email: Atse.Yapi@fao.org 

